
INTRODUCTION

Thin layers preparation is rapidly growing research
area nowadays. The layer may be deposited by various
methods, e.g. magnetron sputtering, chemical vapour
deposition or by sol-gel process. Very pure materials
with precise composition could be produced via these
procedures. Silica or titanium oxides are often used to
form layers on substrates from different kind of materi-
als. These layered materials find the application possi-
bilities in catalysis, optical wires, electrochromic
devices and many other areas [1-3].

The properties of SiO2 or TiO2 layers can be
improved by doping of small amount of different ele-
ments. Several elements can be used for the doping, e.g.
Pd, Co, Cu, Mn, Cr, Au or Ag [4-10]. Silver appears to
be very promising doping element, because  silver
doped glasses and layers are used in many areas, such as
in catalyst, production of sensors, batteries and in
preparation of  photosensitive or antibacterial glasses
[11-18]. By the properly selected conditions (composi-
tion, treatment time and temperature…) it is possible to
control and modify the final product parameters. To
understand better the process, several production
parameters were selected and tested. It is the aim of this
work to find out optimal conditions of the silver doped
silica layers preparation especially with respect to their
homogeneity, adhesion and coloration.

EXPERIMENTAL

Preparation of layers

Tetraethoxysilane (TEOS), glycidoxypropyltri-
methoxysilane (GPTS) and aminopropyl-triethoxysi-
lane (ATEOS) were used as the precursors for sol prepa-
ration. Ethanol (EtOH) and water were used as dissol-
vent. 

The preparation procedure is described in the
Figure 1.

Original papers

72 Ceramics − Silikáty 52 (2) 72-76 (2008)

PREPARATION OF SILVER DOPED SILICA SOL-GEL LAYERS
MAREK NOVOTNÝ, JOSEF MATOUŠEK*

AGC Flat Glass Europe, Jumet, Rue de l'Aurore 2, Belgium
*Department of Glass and Ceramics, Institute of Chemical Technology Prague,

Technická 5, 166 28 Prague, Czech Republic

E-mail: marek.novotny@gmail.com

Submitted January 22, 2008; accepted April 2, 2008

Keywords: Sol-gel method, Surface layers, Silica - silver films on glass 

Homogenous silicate layers containing silver nanoparticles were prepared by the sol-gel method and deposited on the glass
substrate by the dip-coating technique. The sol consisted of tetraethoxysilane (TEOS), glycidoxypropyltrimethoxysilane
(GPTS), aminopropyltriethoxysilane (ATEOS), ethanol (EtOH), silver nitrate (AgNO3), nitric acid (HNO3) and demineralised
water. The optimal ratio of components and conditions in relation to the quality and the homogeneity of the layers were estab-
lished. The prepared layers were homogenous; with electron microscopy, a fine texture without silver particles was observed.
Samples treated at temperatures up to 250°C and above 500°C were yellow, between 300 and 450°C were colourless. The co-
loration intensity increased with the treatment time. The immersion time of the substrate in the sol had no influence on the
samples coloration. On the contrary, the increasing pull-up speed intensified the layers coloration. The optical quality of pre-
pared layers deteriorated significantly above the pulling speed of 90 mm/min.

Figure 1.  Preparation of Sol Containing Silver Particles.
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In the first step, GPTS, TEOS, water and nitric acid
(HNO3) were mixed together and stirred for 1 hour
(Solution 1). Simultaneously, silver nitrate (AgNO3)
was dissolved in ATEOS and ethanol and stirred for 1
hour as well (Solution 2). Both solutions were mixed
together afterwards and stirred for 30 minutes. The best
layer quality was achieved by the following molar ratio:
TEOS : GPTS : ATEOS : H2O : EtOH : HNO3 : AgNO3

1 : 3 : 0.7 : 25 : 45 : 5 : 0.3.
The uniform distribution of silver in the sol was

achieved by using of ATEOS. This compound contains
amino groups that form stable silver amino-complexes.
The glycidic group, present in GPTS, is easily oxidiz-
able and allows the silver ions reduction to neutral par-
ticles by lower temperature.

Thermal treatment

Layers were deposited by the dip-coating method
on microscopic slides produced by float process. 

The slides were cleaned by detergent, rinsed by dis-
tilled water and ethanol and dried. By the standard pro-
cedure, samples were immersed into the sol for 60 s and
pulled up 1mm/s afterwards. It was followed by the dry-
ing at 60°C for 30 minutes and burning in the air atmos-
phere. The treatment temperature ranged from 100 to
550°C for 1, 2, 4 and 6 hours. 

Influence of different settings parameters, such as
the dipping time, the pull-up speed and the treatment
time and temperature were tested in the further steps.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Optical Microscopy

The optical microscopy showed homogenous yel-
low or colourless layers according to the treatment tem-
perature. Samples were burnt out at 550°C for 6 hours

and cut to observe different diffusion profile on the air
and the tin side (see Figure 2a,b).

Coloured layer on the tin side is deeper and more
intensive than on the air side of the glass substrate. In
the case of tin side, this effect is caused by the presence
of reducing agents in the substrate, especially by tin dif-
fused from the tin bath. Air side coloration was due to
the presence of iron (+II) ions in the glass or by the tin,
which evaporated from the tin bath and diffused in the
glass surface from the float chamber atmosphere.

Electron Microscopy

The surface structure, particles size and particles
distribution was observed by the electron microscopy
(Hitachi S-4700). Two different kinds of samples were
prepared. First of them was dried by 60 °C for 6 hours,
the second one was burnt at 550 °C for the same time.

A slightly cracked silica surface was observed by
the electron microscopy. These cracks were reduced by
the firing temperature of 550 °C. No visible silver par-
ticles were observed and detected by EDS analyzer on
the samples surface. This fact might be explained either
due to the small dimension of silver particles or due to
diffusion of silver into the bulk of the glass.

Factors influencing the quality of layers

The influence of various factors on the coloration
and the final quality of the layers was tested and subse-
quently characterized by the UV-VIS spectrophotometry.

Heat-treatment time and temperature

The glasses with deposited layers were dried at
60°C and fired in the temperature range of 100-550°C
for 2 hours. Absorbance in the dependence on the wave-
length was measured afterwards (see Figure 5).
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Figure 2.  Coloured layers on the tin side (a) and on the air side (b). Heat-treatment at 550 °C for 6 hours.
a) b)
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The heating up to 250°C and above 500°C caused
the coloration of layers because of silver ions reduction.
Characteristic peaks from 390 to 420 nm correspond to
the yellow colour of samples. The layers treated in the
temperature range from 300 to 450°C were colourless.

The existence of coloration in these two tempera-
ture intervals can be explained by different silver reduc-
tion mechanisms. In the first firing range (from 60 to
250°C), silver was reduced by organic groups included
in the precursors. With the increasing temperature,
above 300°C, all organic groups were burnt out, silver
was oxidized by air and the samples became colourless. 

Above 500°C, the second reduction mechanism
was initiated. Silver particles moved easily into the
glass substrate thanks to the exchange diffusion with
sodium ions and thanks to the higher temperature.
Redox reaction with reducing agents, mainly with tin
and iron (+II) ions followed (1). 

AgI (clourless) + SnII → Ag0 (yellow) + SnIV (1)
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Figure 3.  Layer treated at 60 °C for 6 hours (tin side, different resolutions).
a) b)

Figure 4.  Layer treated at 550 °C for 6 hours (tin side, different resolutions).
a) b)

Figure 5.  Influence of Treatment Temperature on the Layers
Coloration.
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The explanation can be supported by the Differen-
tial Thermal Analysis (DTA) and Thermal Gravimetry
(TG) curves (see Figure 6). The prepared sol was dried
at 80°C for a long time to remove most of the solvents.
Prepared xerogel was heated up to 800°C and compared
with the aluminium oxide as the reference.

Two endothermic and four exothermic peaks were
found on the DTA curve. Both endothermic peaks, at
250 and at 330°C, are probably caused by water evapo-
ration, which was physically and chemically bonded in
the xerogel. Four exothermic peaks (at 200, 300, 370
and 530°C) are linked with the weight loss. This fact
indicates the burning of the organic residues. 

The evaporation of all residues together with the
layers compaction is finished above 650 °C. Hence, the
best mechanical and chemical durability of the layered
glass might be expected in the temperatures near the Tg

value of the glass substrate. 
Firing at 550°C for 1, 2, 4 and 6 hours were chosen

to describe the heat-treatment time influence (see Fi-
gure 7).

Significant absorption peak's growth was observed
with the increasing time. This effect was probably
caused by the higher diffused and reduced silver amount
in the glass substrate.

Dipping time

The influence of the dipping time on the coloration
of layers was measured to characterize the speed bond
ability between the sol and substrate. 
The glasses were pulled down and immersed in the sol
for 10, 30, 60, 90 and 450 seconds. The pulling up, the
drying (30 minutes by 60°C) and the firing at 550°C for
6 hours followed afterwards.

Absorption curves are demonstrated below (Figu-
re 8). Resulting UV-VIS curves had almost the same
shape. Because the dipping time was the only different
parameter in the preparation process, no influence of
dipping time on the layers coloration might be assumed.
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Figure 6.  DTA and TG Analysis of xerogel prepared by thermal
treatment at 80°C for 48 hours.
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Figure 7.  Influence of Firing Time on the Coloration Intensity.
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Figure 8.  Influence of Dipping Time on the Layers Colour
Intensity.
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Figure 9.  Influence of Pull-up Speed on the Layers Coloration.
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These results indicate the fast bonding ability of the
sol on the substrate surface and the fast formation of
chemical and physical linking.

Pull-up speed

The glass substrate was dipped in the sol for 30 se-
conds and pulled up at seven different speeds (30, 60,
90, 100, 120, 150 and 180 mm/min) subsequently. All
the samples were dried at 60°C for 30 minutes, fired at
550°C for 6 hours and characterized by UV-VIS spec-
trophotometry (see Figure 9).

The absorbance of samples (in other words, the
amount of silver in the layer forming coloured centres)
grows with the increasing pull-up speed. This conclu-
sion is well-known and was described by Brinker-
Scherer [19] or Landau-Levich [2]. In this case, the
pull-up speed had a significant impact on the quality of
deposited layers. 90 mm/min was the limit pull-up
speed for preparation of good quality layers. Above this
value, linear vertical inhomogeneities were observed on
the surface after the heat-treatment.

CONCLUSION

The homogeneous silver containing silica layers on
the glass substrate were prepared by the sol-gel method.
Small cracks in the structure of dried layers were
observed by the electron microscopy. These cracks were
reduced by the heat-treatment at 550°C. 

The firing temperature had a significant impact on
the samples coloration. Yellow layers were obtained
after the firing at the temperatures up to 250°C and
above 500°C. In the temperature range of 300-450°C
samples were colourless due to the silver oxidation. The
firing time intensified the coloration intensity.

The influence of the dipping time and the pull-up
speed were tested as well. The dipping time has no
influence on the samples absorbance (and thus on
the amount of silver in the layer). On the other hand, the
absorbance grew with the increasing pull-up speed.
Linear vertical defects were examined at the speeds
above 90 mm/min. The DTA and TG analysis showed
that the final compaction of the coloured layers comes
on between 500 and 550°C.
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PØÍPRAVA KØEMIÈITÝCH SOL-GEL VRSTEV
DOPOVANÝCH STØÍBREM
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Rue de l´Aurore 2, Belgie
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Metodou sol-gel byly pøipraveny homogenní køemièité
vrstvy obsahující nanoèástice støíbra a naneseny na sklenìný
substrát technikou dip-coating. Výchozí sol byl pøipraven
z tetraethoxysilanu (TEOS), glycidoxypropyltrimethoxysilanu
(GPTS), aminopropyltriethoxysilanu (ATEOS), ethanolu
(EtOH), dusiènanu støíbrného (AgNO3), kyseliny dusièné
(HNO3) a demineralizované vody. Pomìr mezi použitými
složkami a podmínky pøípravy solu byly optimalizovány
s ohledem na kvalitu a homogenitu vrstev. Pøipravené vrstvy
byly homogenní. Pomocí elektronového mikroskopu byla
zjištìna jejich textura, v níž nebyly identifikovány èástice
støíbra. Vrstvy pøipravené za teplot do 250°C a nad 500°C mìly
žluté zbarvení, vrstvy pøipravené v rozmezí teplot 300-450°C
byly bezbarvé. Intenzita zabarvení u žlutých vrstev vzrùstala
s èasem. Zabarvení žlutých vzorkù nebylo ovlivnìno èasem
imerse substrátu v solu. S rostoucí rychlostí tažení substrátu ze
solu vzrùstala intenzita zabarvení vrstev. Optická kvalita vrstev
znaènì klesla, jestliže rychlost tažení ze solu pøekroèila hodno-
tu 90 mm/min.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002000d>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002000d>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>
    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002000d>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e000d>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CZE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


